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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 0428 
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TAGS: PFOR, IN, US 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER ELABORATES ON THE EXTERNAL THREAT 
REF: NEW DELHI 349 (NOTAL) 

1. IN A 40 MINUTE MONOLOGUE WITH DUTCH MINISTER OF DEVELOP- 
MENT PRONK AND THE DUTCH AMBASSADOR TO NEW DELHI, MRS. GANDHI 
ELABORATED ON THE THREAT TO INDIA FROM ABROAD. NEITHER THE 
AMBASSADOR NOR THE MINISTER HAD ANY REAL OPPORTUNITY TO DO 
MORE THAN MAKE BRIEF REJOINDERS IN THE COURSE OF THE CALL 
WHICH TOOK PLACE ON JANUARY 7. THE DUTCH EMBASSY CHARACTERIZES 
MRS. GANDHI'S PERFORMANCE AS THE STREAM OF CONCIOUSNESS TECHNIQUE. 
THE FOLLOWING ARE PERTINENT EXCERPTS FROM THE DUTCH REPORTING 
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CABLE. MRS. GANDHI IS THE SPEAKER: 
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2. INDIA IS THREATENED FROM ABROAD. ITS NEIGHBORS ARE 
ARMING THEMSELVES. BY DOING SO THEY RAISE THE QUESTION OF 
AGAINST WHOM THEY INTEND TO USE THESE ARMAMENTS. IN THE 
PAST WEAPONS SUPPLIED TO PAKISTAN BY THE US WERE USED AGAINST 
INDIA, IN SPITE OF THE ASURANCES PRESIDENT EISENHOWER GAVE 

TO THE CONTRARY. THE ACQUISITION OF ARMS TODAY IS ON A MUCH 
LARGER SCALE AND THIS IS NOT ONLY TRUE IN THE CASE OF PAKISTAN. 

3. IT IS STRANGE THAT PRESIDENT FORD ON HIS WAY TO CHINA 
CRITICIZED DEMOCRACY IN INDIA. PRESIDENT FORD APPLIES 
DIFFERENT STANDARDS, AND WE RESENT THAT. INDIA DOES NOT 
LIKE THE POLICY THAT SEVERAL COUNTRIES FOLLOW TOWARD THE 
PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA. "EVERYONE IS CHARMED WHEN MAO 
SMILES.” THERE ARE STRANGE IDEAS CURRENT IN THE PRC, ARISING 
OUT OF THE ISOLATION OF CHINA. THE PRC IS PREPARING ITSELF 
RAPIDLY FOR A THIRD WORLD WAR. THE CHINESE SAY THIS THEM- 
SELVES AND MAO BELIEVES THE CONFLICT UNAVOIDABLE. IN THAT 
EVENT EUROPE WILL BE OVERRUN BY THE RUSSIANS AS THE CONTINENT 
WAS IN WORLD WAR 2 BY THE GERMANS. 

4. INDIA'S FRONTIERS ARE NOT SECURE. CONSEQUENTLY IT IS 
NECESSARY FOR ME TO OPEN EYES AND EARS. CHINA IS TRYING TO 
EMPLOY ITS INFLUENCE IN THE SMALLER COUNTRIES SURROUNDING 
INDIA, PARTICULARLY IN SRI LANKA. NEITHER THE PROBLEM 

OF THE TAMILS NOR THE SOVEREIGNTY OF KACHHATIVU HAS 
BEEN SATISFACTORILY RESOLVED. PERSONALLY I BELIEVE IT 
IS STUPID TO ARGUE ABOUT AN ISLAND THAT HAS SIGNIFICANCE 
ONLY TO INDIA FISHERMEN AND SO I DID NOT HESITATE TO 
TRANSFER SOVEREIGNTY TO SRI LANKA WITH THE CONDITION THAT 
INDIAN FISHERMEN WOULD CONTINUE TO USE THE ISLAND. THE 
JANA SANGH AND THE SOCIALISTS PROTESTED BUT I BELIEVE A 
BIG COUNTRY SOMETIMES MUST GIVE MORE THAN IT RECEIVES. WE 
HAVE ALSO APPLIED TIS APPROACH WITH REGARD TO SOME OF THE 
ENCLAVES ON THE BORDER WITH BANGLADESH. RECENT CHINESE PRES- 
SURE ON BUTHAN ALSO CAUSES US CONCER. 

5. INDIA IS SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE OUTCOME OF THE CONFERENCE 
ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION (CIEC). NONE OF THE 
MAJOR POWERS REPRESENTED AT THE PARIS MEETING SIDED WITH 
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INDIA DURING THE BANGLADESH CONFLICT. NONE OF THEM HAVE 
HESITATED TO SUPPORT DICTATORIAL REGIMES. 

6. PRONK'S COMMENT: THE DUTCH MINISTER FOUND MRS. GANDHI 
CANCUD. HE CAME AWAY CONVINCED THAT IN MRS. GANDHI'S MIND 
THE PRINCIPAL EXTERNAL THREAT TO INDIA IS FROM CHINA. SHE 
PERSONALLY WAS NOT THAT EXPLICIT (SEE PARA 3 REFTEL). 

SAXBE 
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